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more storage space.You are here Dakota Access Pipeline Preserving sacred land in South Dakota by Bruce F. Benson April 4,
2017 The Sioux people were among the first to meet the Europeans in the Great Plains, and the Oceti Sakowin have defended
their ancestral territory from outsiders ever since. The land where the Dakota Access Pipeline is proposed to run goes through
the heart of a traditional Sioux homeland. Oceti Sakowin has managed to survive what I consider to be the most challenging

periods in its history. The Dakota Access Pipeline will be a major source of pollution in its treaty territory. It also threatens to
devastate a winter feeding spot for one of the tribe’s three main sacred fish. The pipeline would cut across the tribal burial

ground at Lake Oahe, where it would destroy cultural artifacts, bury sacred sites, and poison the water. The pipeline’s route goes
through the heart of the region called Oceti Sakowin, which means “the Sioux homeland.” The Sioux people have made, and
continue to make, use of the lands surrounding the proposed route for thousands of years, and continue to live there today.
These lands were not abandoned by the Sioux people, but instead given to them by treaty with the U.S. government. In the

1890s, the Sioux people were forced onto a “reservation” that was less than one-tenth the size of the area they were previously
occupying. Now, a planned multibillion-dollar pipeline would cross this territory, threatening a vast network of sacred sites and

the health of the people who live there. The Sioux have consistently worked to defend their lands. Many Dakota Access
supporters claim that they respect their fellow Americans’ freedom of speech, but they do not seem to be respecting the Sioux

people’s freedom of movement and freedom of religion. The Unist’ot’en There is a band of First Nations people who have lived
in this area of the Oceti Sakowin for the last 82157476af
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